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In October, the 2007 Board of
Directors closed another successful,
profitable, and productive year. My

appreciation
is extended to
the board for
their dedica-
tion, work
ethic and self-
less giving of
time and tal-
ents to all our
projects. We

are truly a working board and it takes
every member, plus many wonderful
outside volunteers, to effectively run
these programs. Over the year, we
have organized the rummage sale, the
Fur Ball, the Boone and Blowing
Rock Pet Shows, the Spring Fling, the
Blessing of the Animals, Santa Paws
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Letter from the President

JUDY CLARKE

Spa served as lead sponsor of the Fur
Ball. US Buildings, “The Howell
Howlers,” High Country Bank, Dr. and

Mrs. Jeffrey
Lineber ry,
R o b e r t
C h a r l e s
Salon, and
Dr. and Mrs.
T h o m a s
Zuber of
Boone were
a d d i t io n a l
s p o n s o r s .
N o r t h
C a r o l i n a

Schaefers wow Fur Ball guests
As guests raised champagne glasses

for a unique toast, co-chairpersons Jan
Watson and Lisa Van Arnam shared the
news of
Bonnie and
J a m i e
Schaefer’s
$ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0
pledge for
the Watauga
H u m a n e
S o c i e t y ’ s
n e w
a d o p t i o n
center plus
the gift of
$ 2 0 0 , 0 0 0
from the
estate of the
late Armfield Coffey. Jan Watson also
announced that the 13.8 acre site of the
new adoption center on Don Hayes Rd.
has been paid off. The audience, filled to
capacity with more than 325 attendees,
burst into spontaneous cheers. The event
raised more than $70,000 (after expenses)
for operation of the current shelter on
Casey Lane.

Hosted at the Broyhill Inn on Aug. 25,
the evening began with the “Yappy Hour”
reception, then on to “Kibbles ‘n Bits”
dinner followed by “Purring and
Barking,” featuring music and dancing.
The live
and silent
a u c t i o n s
i n c l u d e d
u n i q u e
i t e m s
while “Art
in the
B a r k ”
highlighted
o r i g i n a l
a r t .
Westglow
Resort &

(Continued
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TOP: Watauga Humane
Society Treasurer Jan
Watson announces
Jamie (left) and Bonnie
(middle) Schaefer’s
$500,000 gift to the
capital campaign.
MIDDLE: Jamie and
Bonnie Schaefer.
LEFT: Guest
auctioneer Cullie
Tarlton opens the live-
auction bidding.

SANTA PAWS is
comin’ to town

Have you and your pet’s digital
photo taken with Santa Paws

WHERE: Little Red Schoolhouse
behind Mast General Store in

Valle Crucis

WHEN: Friday, Nov. 30, 4 to 8,
and Saturday, Dec. 1, 1 to 4.

SNOW DATES: Friday and Sat-
urday, Dec. 7 and 8.

COST: $10 ($5 for second copy)

We have a big red couch with
plenty of room for the whole fam-
ily to sit with their pet. Mast Gen-
eral Store will have the school-
house full of Christmas things and
smells and wonderful pet gifts.
We will have tee shirts and sweat
shirts for sale as great gifts.
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Shelter upgrades
WHS is licensed and inspected

annually by the North Carolina Depart-
ment of Agriculture (NCDA). On Jan. 1,
2005, the NCDA added new regulations
requiring shelters to be built with non-
porous materials. Existing shelters are
required to cover all porous materials
such as wood and sheet rock in the ani-
mals’ primary housing areas. Materials
that cannot be covered such as windows
and doors must be kept painted (which is
a task in our cat room where cats like to
sharpen their claws on the wood!).

So far, the NCDA has generously
worked with us to allow our doors to
remain open until our new adoption cen-
ter has been built. We have had to spend
a considerable amount of money on up-
grades to temporarily get us by. How-
ever, the NCDA has warned us that they
cannot allow us to remain in our current
facility much longer. If you are inter-
ested in donating to our capital cam-
paign, please contact Dr. Jan Watson at
(828) 264-7865. Time is of the essence!

Three new shelter programs
Nicole Carper, our new kennel

manager, has been streamlining three
shelter programs: volunteer program,
foster program, and the Meet your Match
program. The volunteer program now
consists of a structured orientation /
training workshop. Persons offering to
volunteer time at the shelter are asked to
fill out a volunteer application / informa-
tion form, which allows us to better use
volunteers’ skills and interests.

In the past, WHS has used foster
homes just for unweaned or injured ani-
mals. We are expanding this program to
include all animals needing temporary
housing when our facility is at maximum
capacity. This way, we can help more
animals and find them permanent
homes.

Meet your Match is designed to
better match potential adopters with the
right animal. This program was devel-
oped by Emily Weiss, certified animal
behaviorist, and made available to shel-
ters by the American Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. When
an animal arrives at the shelter he/she is
assessed according to his/her personality
and likely post-adoption behavior. The
animal is then assigned a color-coded
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The SCOOP
card to display on his/her kennel or cage.
Potential adopters fill out a 5-min. quiz
about their lifestyle and what they expect
from an animal. After the quiz is evalu-
ated, the potential adopters are given a
color code so they can walk by the ken-
nels and cages and zero in on animals that
would best suit their needs. The Meet
your Match system has proven to reduce
the number of adopted animals returned
to the shelter.

Please contact the shelter if you are
interested in becoming involved with any
of these programs. ~ Lynn Northup, shel-
ter manager ~

SHELTER
OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, Dec. 15
1--4

at Watauga Humane
Society Shelter,

Casey Lane in Boone

Bring a gift for those who
won't have a home for
Christmas. Better still,

adopt a gift (four legged) for
yourself for Christmas!
Refreshments will be

served.

Items on our wish list
(which you can drop off any
Tuesday through Sunday)

include:
Cedar shavings,

Rawhides, cat toys,
Towels, blankets,

Bleach, paper towels,
Corkboard for lobby walls,

Gift certificates to Lowes Hard-
ware, Staples & Wal-Mart,

Dog and cat beds,
Science Diet cat, dog, kitten

and puppy food,
Plastic dog and cat carriers,
Advantage and Frontline flea

preventive (cats & dogs),
Rolls of postage stamps,

Carpeted cat condos and cat
trees


